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Comparative Studies on Usage of Media in Japan and Korea via Home-visiting-method
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Abstract

In order to determine the characteristics of media us-
age in Japan and also to anticipate its future, we carried
out comparative media usage surveys in Japan and Ko-
rea which is a little further along than we are using the
Internet. As an inclusive survey method, we employed
home visits in view of the following points: family, an indi-
vidual, and mutual relation ship of the characteristics of
media usage and an assigned space.

We extracted typical patterns through the prediction of
family composition after 10 years in Japan. As a result,
we visited 10 Japanese homes and 8 Korean homes.

From these visits, differences in the degree of net-
worked communication activities, in the younger age
group’s IT literacy, and the state of PC installation in the
homes were observed. The differences were analyzed with
the viewpoint of cultural factors, such as the degree of self-
motivation and sense of privacy environmental factors such
as a development infrastructure of web based, and politi-
cal-economic factors such as emphasis on IT in the edu-
cational system.

Consequently, it was found that communication style
which guesses a partner's situation, and a high sense of
privacy will may affect the future of Japanese media us-
age.
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Table 1 Differences and similarities of media usage between
Japan and Korea
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Fig.2 Layout of media in a Japanese home with a high school
student
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